
Dott. D. Pecora
Chair of Electrophysiology Unit

Fondazione Poliambulanza
Brescia

ADVANCES IN CARDIAC
ARRHYTHMIAS
and
GREAT INNOVATIONS
IN CARDIOLOGY
Turin 
October 13-15, 2016 

How the combination of contact force 
technology and SF tip can improve 
efficiency of ablation procedures



• Conflict of interest: consulting fees from Medtronic
and Boston Scientific

Torino 14 ottobre 2016



• Conflict of interest: consulting fees from Medtronic
and Boston Scientific

Torino 14 ottobre 2016



Torino 14 ottobre 2016

Nakagawa H et al. JAFIB 2014; 7: 78-84





Clinical Impact of an Open-Irrigated Radiofrequency
Catheter with Direct Force Measurement

on Atrial Fibrillation Ablation

Torino 14 ottobre 2016

Martinek M et al.PACE 2012; 35:1312–1318



Paroxysmal AF Catheter Ablation
With a Contact Force Sensing Catheter

Results of the Prospective, Multicenter SMART-AF Trial

Torino 14 ottobre 2016

Natale et al. Am Coll Cardiol 2014;64:647–56



Paroxysmal AF Catheter Ablation
With a Contact Force Sensing Catheter

Results of the Prospective, Multicenter SMART-AF Trial

Torino 14 ottobre 2016

Natale et al. Am Coll Cardiol 2014;64:647–56



Higher contact-force values associated with better
mid-term outcome of paroxysmal atrial fibrillation

ablation using the SmartTouchTM catheter

Torino 14 ottobre 2016

Providencia R et al. Europace doi:10.1093/europace/euu218



Regional Difference of Optimal Contact Force to Prevent Acute
Pulmonary Vein Reconnection During Radiofrequency Catheter

Ablation for Atrial Fibrillation

Torino 14 ottobre 2016
Sotomi Y et al J Cardiovasc Electrophysiol 2014: 25: 941-947



Regional Difference of Optimal Contact Force to Prevent Acute
Pulmonary Vein Reconnection During Radiofrequency Catheter

Ablation for Atrial Fibrillation

Torino 14 ottobre 2016

Sotomi Y et al J Cardiovasc Electrophysiol 2014: 25: 941-947
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A comparison between standard ThermoCool, SmartTouch,
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THERMOCOOL SMARTTOUCH® SF and Visitag
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Conclusions
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“Hope or Hype”

Can the combination of contact force technology and 
SF tip improve efficiency of ablation procedures ?
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There are many ways of going forward, 
but only one way of standing still

Frankling D.Roosevelt
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